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tones and penal institutions, levees, ditches, drains, and for
cemeteries; and the right is being granted to private com-
panies other than those above mentioned, in Colorado, to
tunnel, transportation, electric power, and aerial tramway
companies; in North Carolina to flume companies; in many
States for private irrigation districts; in the West generally
to mining or quarrying companies; in West Virginia and
other States to electric power, light, or gas companies; while
in North Carolina, Washington, and Wisconsin, we find the
dangerous grant of this great power to electric-power com-
panies, which are, in Wisconsin at least, expressly permitted
to flood lands by right of eminent domain in order to form
ponds for power purposes. It is easy to see that under such
legislation everybody holds his land not only subject to pub-
lic need, but to the greed of any designing neighbor. Per-
haps the most important question of eminent domain is or
was whether it authorized general schemes of internal Im-
provement made by the State or by a municipality, or, worse
still, by a private corporation chartered for the purpose. The
Constitution of Michigan, with those of the Dakotas and Wy-
oming, provides that the State cannot be interested In works
of Internal improvement, nor, in North Dakota and Wyoming,
engage in them except on two-thirds vote of the people; nor,
in Alabama, may it loan Its credit in support of such works;
nor, also, in Maryland, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin,
create or contract debts for them; nor, In Kansas and Mich-
igan again, be a party to carrying on such works. But the
Tennessee Constitution declares that a well-regulated system
of internal Improvement should be encouraged by the legis-
lature. So, in Virginia, no town or county may become a
party to any work of internal improvement except roads,
and they are frequently forbidden from borrowing money
for such purposes. There is, therefore, considerable con-
stitutional check to legislation in this direction.1

1 See " Federal and State Constitutions," book III, sees, 92, 324, 345 370,
391, and 395.